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and force them, after your back is turned, to give them
a percentage. " Every agent employed to make a pur-
chase, great or small, pockets a commission unknown
to his principals; this commission is called ' dustoori,'
or c the customary sum/ the amount being regulated by
the impudence of the buyer and the anxiety of the seller
to dispose of his goods." Trevelyan tells a story of a
servant, ignorant of the fact that stamps belong to the
Government, being sent to purchase some, knocking
down the vendor and carrying off his ledger in triumph
because he refused to give him his dustoori. Contractors
offer to supply goods to the Government at a lower rate
than the manufacturers, from whom they must be pur-
chased, they making a profit by giving short weight,
which must be shared with the officer who has to receive
and pass their goods. A man contracts to purchase salt
at a certain price ; whilst it is being discharged from the
ship the price falls. The merchant hides, and it is less
costly for the agent to ignore the contract than to prose-
cute the contractor. Pickpockets are not common ; but
children are decoyed into quiet places and robbed of
their ornaments, or a number of men combine and set
fire to a house, and in the confusion make off with all
they can lay their hands on.

The use of abusive language is very common. The
people, for the most part peacefully disposed, are never-
theless easily provoked to quarrel, but not easily moved
to fight. When an excited Englishman would freely use
his fists, and try by physical force to punish an offender,
the Bengali is content to use his tongue. Passion, anger,
hatred, contempt, were never exhibited, on any stage,
with greater power than when two women are engaged
in a dispute. The tone and action are quite tragic. The
language, attitudes, and grimaces are of the vilest